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Assistance Request
Promote Arizona Corporation Commission Candidate Debates
Arizona Telecommunications and Information Council & the 
Arizona Clean Elections Commission

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Arizona Corporation Commission Candidate Debates

www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/
Partner Request

The Arizona Telecommunications and Information Council (ATIC) is inviting associations and community organizations to become Cooperating Organizations to help promote the July 15 Primary (now online) and the September 15, 2008 General Election debates for candidates for the Arizona Corporation Commission. Your members/constituents will have the opportunity to logon to the real-time and on demand webcasts, tune in to Cable TV, or be there in person at Rio Salado College in Tempe to view the candidates debate these and other issues that have an enormous impact on them, Arizona’s future and the finances, safety and quality of life of all citizens, businesses and organizations in Arizona. They can also propose debate questions and discuss issues on the online forum. You don’t want them to miss this opportunity to better understand the importance of the ACC, and to hear what the candidates have to say about some of the hot issues including: utility rates for water, natural gas, electric and telecommunications services; broadband deployment to rural communities; and Arizona’s investment in utility infrastructure, including energy alternatives. Under the rules of the Clean Elections Commission we will not be endorsing candidates. Details are available on the web site at www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/. 
This Document Includes

· A request for your assistance to promote the Primary and General Election debates

· Short and long versions of newsletter articles to include in your publications

· A sample e-mail announcement

About the Debates

"Candidates Debate Issues That Impact All Arizona Citizens"

Democratic and Republican Primary Debates - July 15, 2008
Now available by Webcast and Cable TV

General Election Debate - September 15, 2008
Live - Rio Salado College, Tempe
Real-time and On-demand Webcast
Cable TV and Online Discussion Forum
These nonpartisan debates, sponsored by the Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission, are presented by the Arizona Telecommunications and Information Council (ATIC) in cooperation with an impressive list of other business and community organizations. What is the Corporation Commission and why are these debates important to your members/constituents? 

All voters should view these debates! The Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) is an independent regulatory authority created by the Arizona Constitution. This powerful body, often described as a Fourth Branch of Government, sets the rates for public utilities including telecommunications, water, electric, and natural gas services. Commission policies also determine the quality of these services and future utility infrastructure investments, including high speed Internet to rural communities and solar, nuclear and other alternative energy sources. In addition to utilities regulation, the debates will cover the other services under the jurisdiction of the Commission including Consumer Protection and Corporations and Securities Oversight, and Railroad and Pipeline Safety.
Here Is How You Can Help
· Get involved on our Marketing Committee

· Send an e-mail to your members/constituency (Sample Available)

· Include an article about the debate in your next member newsletter (see below)

· Include information on your web site and provide a link to our web site www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/
· Contact us to arrange a speaker for your organization

· Distribute debate brochures at your meetings

To make it easy to help us we have prepared this document that contains a long and a short newsletter article, and a sample e-mail announcement for your convenience. 

Join the Partnership

These debates are being presented by the Arizona Telecommunications and Information Council and the Clean Elections Commission in cooperation with:

· AARP Arizona

· Arizona Association For Economic Development

· Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry

· Arizona Community Action Association

· Arizona Consumers Council

· Arizona Investment Council

· Arizona School Boards Association
· Arizona Small Business Association

· Arizona Technology Council

· Arizona-New Mexico Cable Communications Association

· Coalition for a Connected West

· Community Information and Telecommunications Alliance

· County Supervisors Association of Arizona

· Cox Communications

· League of Arizona Cities and Towns

· Modavox, Inc.

· Navajo Nation Telecommunications Regulatory Commission

· Pima Council On Aging

· Rio Salado College

· Southern Arizona Chamber of Commerce Alliance

· Tucson Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

· Valley Forward Association 
· This could be you!

Information: 
· www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/
· Tucson: Steve Peters, Debate Coordinator (520) 321-1309 cita@tucsonlink.org 

· Phoenix: Mark Goldstein, ATIC, (602) 254-5887 or atic@researchedge.com 

· Al Sterman. Arizona Consumers Council (520)327-0241 sterman@dakotacom.net
· Gary Yaquinto, Arizona Investment Council, Phoenix, 602 257-9200 Ext 203, gyaquinto@arizonaic.org
We appreciate your support in getting the word out about these important debates.
Newsletter Article – Long Version
Arizona Corporation Commission Candidate Debate

"Candidates Debate Issues That Impact All Arizona Citizens"

Live – Webcast - Cable TV - Online Forum
The cost of electric and natural gas! High speed Internet to rural communities! Nuclear and other alternative energy sources! Water quality! The safety of the pipelines that carry oil and gasoline across the state! Arizona’s investment in utility infrastructure! These are among the issues of debate at the July 15 Primary (now online) and the September 15, 2008 General Election debates for candidates for the Arizona Corporation Commission. See the candidates debate the issues that have an enormous impact on you, Arizona’s future and the finances, safety and quality of life of all citizens, businesses and organizations in Arizona.
On the debate web site you will find out how you can attend in person at Rio Salado College in Tempe, logon to the real-time and the on-demand webcasts, or tune in to Cox Cable and other cable and broadcast media after the debates. We also invite you to propose debate questions and discuss issues on the online forum.
All voters should view these debates! The Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) is an independent regulatory authority created by the Arizona Constitution. This powerful body, often described as a Fourth Branch of Government impact residential utility customers, schools, governments, nonprofits, the elderly, low income families, large and small businesses, and utility companies and investors. They set the rates you pay for public utilities including telecommunications, water, electric, and natural gas services. Commission policies also determine the quality of these services and future utility infrastructure investments, including high speed Internet to rural communities and solar, nuclear and other alternative energy sources. There are 5 Commissioners elected by the public to a four-year term. This year there will be 3 Democrats and 3 Republicans running in the General Election for 3 open seats on the Commission
The debates will cover all the services regulated by the Commission. In addition to regulation of utilities, the Commission protects buyers and sellers of stocks, bonds and other securities from investment scams and fraud. They oversee corporations including granting corporate status for businesses and organizations, maintaining public records and monitoring the integrity of Arizona businesses and organizations. Railroad safety and the safe operations of pipelines that move gas and oil across the state are also under their jurisdiction. 
These nonpartisan debates, sponsored by the Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission, are presented by the Arizona Telecommunications and Information Council (ATIC) in cooperation with an impressive list of other business and community organizations.
The Democratic and Republican Primary Debates were held on July 15, 2008 and are now available for viewing by Webcast and Cable TV. The General Election debate will be presented live September 15 from 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm at Rio Salado College, 2323 West 14th Street in Tempe and available for viewing by webcast during and after the debate. A Candidate reception will follow the debate. Persons needing Sign and Spanish language interpreters, or other special needs, may request a reasonable accommodation by contacting ATIC. 
See our web site www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/ for details or contact Steve Peters (520) 
321-1309  stevepeters@tucsonlink.org 

Registration is free, however, registration for the live event and webcast is requested.

Newsletter Article – Short version

Arizona Corporation Commission Candidate Debate

"Candidates Debate Issues That Impact All Arizona Citizens"

Live – Webcast - Cable TV - Online Forum
The cost of electric and natural gas! High speed Internet to rural communities! Nuclear and other alternative energy sources! Water quality! The safety of the pipelines that carry oil and gasoline across the state! Arizona’s investment in utility infrastructure! These are among the issues of debate at the July 15 Primary (now online) and the September 15, 2008 General Election debates for candidates for the Arizona Corporation Commission. See the candidates debate the issues that have an enormous impact on you, Arizona’s future and the finances, safety and quality of life of all citizens, businesses and organizations in Arizona. There are 5 Commissioners elected by the public to a four-year term. This year there will be 3 Democrats and 3 Republicans running in the General Election for 3 open seats on the Commission
On the debate web site you will find out how you can attend in person at Rio Salado College in Tempe, logon to the real-time and the on-demand webcasts, or tune in to Cox Cable and other cable and broadcast media after the debates. We also invite you to propose debate questions and discuss issues on the online forum.
All voters should view these debates! The Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) is an independent regulatory authority created by the Arizona Constitution. This powerful body, often described as a Fourth Branch of Government, sets the rates you pay for public utilities including telecommunications, water, electric, and natural gas services. Commission policies also determine the quality of these services and future utility infrastructure investments, including high speed Internet to rural communities and solar, nuclear and other alternative energy sources. In addition to utilities regulation, the debates will cover the other services under the jurisdiction of the Commission including Consumer Protection and Corporations and Securities Oversight, and Railroad and Pipeline Safety. 
These nonpartisan debates, sponsored by the Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission, are presented by the Arizona Telecommunications and Information Council (ATIC) in cooperation with an impressive list of other business and community organizations.
The Democratic and Republican Primary Debates were held on July 15, 2008 and are now available for viewing by Webcast and Cable TV. The General Election debate will be presented live September 15 from 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm at Rio Salado College, 2323 West 14th Street in Tempe and available for viewing by webcast during and after the debate. A Candidate reception will follow the debate. Persons needing Sign and Spanish language interpreters, or other special needs, may request a reasonable accommodation by contacting ATIC. 
See our web site www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/ for details or contact Steve Peters (520) 
321-1309  stevepeters@tucsonlink.org 

Registration is free, however, registration for the live event and webcast is requested.
Sample e-mail Announcement

E-mail Subject:: AZ telecom, energy, utilities - AZ Corporation Commission Debates
Arizona Telecommunications and Information Council 
& the Arizona Clean Elections Commission

----------------------------------------------------------------

Arizona Corporation Commission Candidate Debates
" Issues That Impact All Arizona Citizens, Businesses and Organizations"
www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/
September 15, 2008 - General Election Debates
Live Rio Salado College - Webcast - Cable TV - Online Forum

July 15, 2008 Primary Election 
Now available by Webcast & Cable TV 

The cost of electric and natural gas! High speed Internet to rural communities! Nuclear and other alternative energy sources! Water quality! The safety of the pipelines that carry oil and gasoline across the state! Arizona’s investment in utility infrastructure! These are among the issues of debate at the July 15 Primary (now online) and the September 15, 2008 General Election debates for candidates for the Arizona Corporation Commission. See the candidates debate the issues that have an enormous impact on you, Arizona’s future and the finances, safety and quality of life of all citizens, businesses and organizations in Arizona. There are 5 Commissioners elected by the public to a four-year term. This year there will be 3 Democrats and 3 Republicans running in the General Election for 3 open seats on the Commission
On the debate web site you will find out how you can attend in person at Rio Salado College in Tempe, logon to the real-time and the on-demand webcasts, or tune in to Cox Cable and other cable and broadcast media after the debates. We also invite you to propose debate questions and discuss issues on the online forum. . www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/.

All voters should view these debates! The powerful Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC), often described as a Fourth Branch of Government, sets the rates you pay for public utilities including telecommunications, water, electric, and natural gas services. Commission policies also determine the quality of these services and future utility infrastructure investments, including high speed Internet to rural communities, and solar, nuclear and other alternative energy sources. In addition to utilities regulation, the debates will cover the other services under the jurisdiction of the Commission including Consumer Protection and Corporations and Securities Oversight, and Railroad and Pipeline Safety. This year you will vote for 3 of the five Commissioners.

These nonpartisan debates, sponsored by the Arizona Citizens Clean Elections Commission, are presented by the Arizona Telecommunications and Information Council (ATIC) in cooperation with an impressive list of other business and community organizations.

Details: www.tucsonlink.org/ACCDebates2008/
Steve Peters, Debate Coordinator, 520-321-1309, mailto:stevepeters@tucsonlink.org
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